The 1957 official Onitsha map below shows the southwest side of the town around the then-new formal layout called “Fegge” (here unlabeled, but centering around “Nupe Square”, recalling the one-time “Nupe Quarter” located in this area, where traders from the Nupe-speaking Kingdom centering along the Niger in Northern Nigeria settled early in the century, later relocated to make room for the new developers’ layout). “Port Harcourt Road” runs roughly east-west in the lower part of the image, from the Odutola Tyre Factory near the River to the “Onitsha Guest House” on the right.
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1957 Map Otumoye, Fegge, Ugborumili
The scattered houses along the middle bottom of the map below Port Harcourt Road (and which continue further to the south) are mostly those of Obosi people residing there at the time. Ogbo Family people regarded the “Ugborumili Land” (lit., “farms near the River”) referred to in the newspaper as running from the Otumoye Creek at the top to a point much further south than indicated here, indeed all the way to the Ide-Mmili (“pillar of Water”) Stream:
[image: 1958-onitsha-igbo-hinterland]On this offficial map of 1958 (above), the Onitsha urban area is diagonally shaded, while the contiguous Ndi-Igbo towns are rendered roughly as geographically somewhat dispersed “village-groups”. In 1960, Obosi is politically the most salient of these towns, though the others (all Igbo-speaking) have many residents in the Onitsha urban complex as well, and play significant roles in relation to Onitsha. Noteworthy are the two village-groups of “Nkpawhaw” (spelled “Nkpor” in most texts), Umu-Oji, Ogidi, Ogbunike, Nkwele, and Oze. All these are significant neighbors for Ndi-Onicha.
Obosi people, in contrast, consider this southerly portion above the Ideh-Mmili to be part of Otu-Obosi (“Waterside-Obosi”), refering to a location occupied by the 19th-century Royal Niger Company during the years after the European establishments abandoned Onitsha in 1879, and established a substitute trading station there which they called “Abutshi Wharf”, and which they used to bypass Onitsha in the palm oil trade at that time (see Onitsha 1879 bombardment and its aftermath, elsewhere in this work.) In the map above, this location is somewhere near the end-point of the roadway shown running southwestward toward the River from Fegge.
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